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Rosalynn Carter

Å Early Life

Å In the Navy

Å Back to Plains/Politics

Å Washington Years

Å Post-Presidency

Program Overview 

Left: Mrs. Johnson, President and Mrs. Carter, 
President and Mrs. Ford, President and Mrs. Nixon, 
President and Mrs. Reagan, President and Mrs. Bush 
Attend Dedication of the Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library, 11/4/1991 (National Archives Identifier: 
5730822)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5730822


Early Life

Rural Beginnings

Å Born Eleanor 
Rosalynn Carter, 
August 18, 1927, 
Plains, GA

Å Visited by future 
husband, Jimmy 
Carter on DOB

Å Father passes 
away at age 13

Right: Main Street in Plains, GA, ca. 
1925 (Carter Library)

https://www.archives.gov/


Early Life: 1940 Census

Rosalynn Carter, at about age 13 (Carter 
Library)

Population Schedule recording Rosalynn Carter in the Sixteenth Census of the United 
States, 1940 (Carter Library)

https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/research/1940_census
https://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/assets/documents/1940Census/Rosalynn1940.jpg


About the Census

Right: F #FME=J9LGJ ;GDD=;LK 9 >9EADQɃK AF>GJE9LAGF >GJ L@= ȐȘȓȏ
U.S. Census (National Archives Identifier: 6200775)

Å Minors & ineligible voters still count 

towards allocation of U.S. House 

+=E:=JK ҍ L@=AJ KL9L=ӐK FME:=J G>

Electoral Votes for President

Å Participants provide crucial data to 

policymakers, economists, farmers & 

many others that impact our daily lives

Å Being counted in the Census is probably 

the easiest Civic Duty for anyone to fulfill

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6200775
https://www.archives.gov/


Early Life

Conclusion of Childhood

ÅWorks to support family, raise three younger siblings

ÅJimmy Carter FGL 9JGMF<Ӆ ӑBMKL 9 HA;LMJ= GF 0ML@ӐK O9DDӒ

Å2MJFK <GOF !9JL=JӐK >AJKL HJGHGK9D LG >MD>ADD HJGEAK= LG @=J
father to finish college before marriage

ÅGraduates from Georgia Southwestern College, 1946

Learn more about Georgia Southwestern State College 
affiliate, The Rosalynn Carter Institute For Caregivers

Right: Early portrait of Rosalynn Carter, at about age 17, ca. 1944 (National Archives Identifier: 
593564)

https://www.rosalynncarter.org/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/593564


Courting Carter

Jimmy Carter gave this compact with ILYTG engraved on it to Rosalynn 
Smith on Christmas morning of 1945; ILYTG stands for: I Love You The 
Goodest, a Carter family term of endearment (Carter Library)

Ensign Jimmy Carter gets help with his epaulets from his fiancée Rosalynn, at left, and 
his mother Miss Lillian, right, on the day of his graduation from the Naval Academy, 
1946(Carter Library)

https://www.archives.gov/

